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Nume. IX. 


The LA YMONK. 





Hujufmodi paucas Poete repertunt Comeedzas, 


+ Ubi boni meliores frant. 


Plaut. 





Fripat, December 4. 1713. 





IR [Wiltam Temple {fpeaking, in fome of 

his Writings, of fuch Perfons as affe& ra- 

ther to be diflinguifh’d by the Brisknefs of 

their Imaginations, than by any proper 
Application of their Abilities, fays, He knew a 
Statefman that had rather have faid a Witt 
Thing, than done a Wife One 5 and had rather 
have made the Company laugh, than the Nation 
rejoice. 


The defcribing this Affefation in a Grave 
Character, places it in a very ftrong Light. Eve- 
ry one is immediately fhock’d with the Notion of 
a Merry Judge, or a Facetious Divine 3 and yet 
it wou’d be proportionably ridiculous 1m any Per- 
fon whatloever, who fhou’d feem to make Mirth 
the principal Butinefs of his Life ; as if Man were 
to be diitinguifl’d from Brute Animals by Rifibi- 
lity only, and not by Reafon, 


Tmicht mention the Immoralities which an ex- 
ceflive Affectation of ratfing Mirth is apt to betray 
Men into, fuchas facrificing a Worthy Character, 
a Friend, and fometimes a Man’s Sclf and his 
ereaicit lntereits tothe petulant Pleafure of a Jett 5 
but my Defign is only to confider it here as a Fault 
of the Underitanding. And in this View it is the 
Parent of a world of falfe Wit, and fore’d Con- 
ceits, and more frequently difturbs Converfation 
than enlivens it. I remember a Fellow of this 
Turn, who was famous about Town for making 
Similics 3 he had turn’d all the Powers of his 
Mind to this fingle Attainment 5 and it was the 
Employment of his Life, to tell you with 
a ridiculous Vivacity of Imagination what any 
Thing which was mention’d or dene in his Com- 


pan. ike. "To the fame Spring we owe many 
Wri of for’d Humour and Raillery, fuch 
Wr defienins nothing but to raife a Laugh, 
and not confidering that mif-apply’d Raillery is on- 
ly li!-Nature, and that Humour without a Moral 
Is no more than Bufloonery. 

‘rice Three Half-pence.) 


If ever Mirth can lay claim to a full Scope and 
Indulgence, it is inthe Bufinefs of Comedy ; and 
yet [ will venture to fay, that a Comick Poet who 
fhowd only propofe to himfelf the raifing of 
Laughter, whatever might be his Succefs in that, 
woud be but a wretched Writer. It 1s this that 
has given occafion to diltinguifh fuch low Perform- 
ances by the Name of Farce. It is not the lively 
Jett, the fmart Repartee, or the witty Conceit 5 
but the natural Views of Life, the moral Painting, 
the Manners, the Paflions, the Follies, the Singu- 
larities, and Humours ; ina Word, it 1s the Hu- 
man Heart in all its odd Variety, pleafantly repre- 
fented, that makes up the elegant Entertainment of 
Comedy. In this the Author prefents Mankind to 
his Audience 5 in the other Way of Writing he 
only exhibits himfelf. 


I was never better pleas’d than with an uncom- 
mon QObfervation made by a celebrated modern 
Writer, concerning the Heautontimorumenos of Te- 
rence 3 namely, that im that excellent Comedy thire are 
Paffages which wowd draw Tears from a Man of Senfe, 
hut not one that will provoke his Laug hrer. I believe 
the Reader will not be diifatisfy’d to fee this Re- 
mark further exemplify’d by Two very fine In- 
{tances, the laft of which that Ingenious Writer 
woud never have mention’d. "Uhe firft is an 
Ancient Comedy of Plautus, the other 1s a Scene m 
the Funeral, or Grief Alamode, by Mr. Steele. 


The whole Fable of the Comedy of the Captives 
in Plautusis of a ferious Cait, and has fomething 
in it wonderfully amufing, Heeio had ‘Two Sons, 
and had been depriv’d of them both: The firit 
was ftolen away when an Infant, by a perfidious 
Servant, who had fold him, but the Father did 
not know where. The other, whofe Name was 
Philopolemus, was many Years afterwards taken in 
the Wars, and carry’d to Fils. Hecio lays out great 
Sums in the Purchale of feveral Captives taken by 
his Countrymen from the People of £%, in Hopes 
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he might meet with fome one of Condition, who 
might be a Ranfom for his Son. Among others he 
purchafes a Matter and his Servant 5 the firit na- 
med Phuilocrates, the other Tyxdarus, Philocrat:s 
was Son to a confiderable Citizen of Elis; and to 
favour his obtaining his Liberty, the Mafler and 
Servant agree, on this Occafion, to exchange their 
Names. The Quality and Wealth of Philocrates 
are therefore own’d to Hegio, but the true Perton 
conceal’d ; and Tyrdarvs, who reprefents him, 
srevails with the old Man to fend the other, who 
he pretends is his Servant, to élu, to procure the 
Exchance of Fleg:e’s Son Philopolemius 5 and at the 
fame time ftipulates to pay a Price, if the Meffen- 
ger fhould not return, Hagéo agrees to the Propo- 
fal, and //ilocrates by this Means obtains his Liberty. 


The Gratitude of a Servant to an indulgent 
Matter, with whom he bad jong liv’d in great mu- 
tual Kindnefs, is wrought upin this Scene with the 
mo{t beautiful Elegance. Hegio himfelf hearing 
the two Captives {peak to one. another with fo 
much Affection in theit common Calamity, breaks 
cut into thefe Expreflions, Good Gods ! what gene- 
rows Minds have thefe Men | 


I cannot hearken to them 
avitbout 


At their Parting, Tyndarus begs 
Philucvates not to forget him when he was gone, but 
to remember that his Life ftood engaged for him 5 
and thar he muft expect to be put to Death, if he 
deferted him, or if the Negotiation prov’d unfuc- 
ce(stul. 


‘Tears. 


Philocrates is no fooner gone, than Ar2/fophontes, 
another Captive of Els, whom Hegio had formerly 
bought, and who was a Kinfman of Philocrates, 
being brouvht to Tyndarws, to fee if he knew him, 
difcovers the Impotture. Hegio thinking himielf 
now abufed-and cheated, fends Tyzdarus among 
his other Slaves to hard Labour, and to fuffer Cha- 
ftifement. The Poet has given Tyndarus on this 
Occafion very noble Sentiments. He comforts 
himfelf in the Thought, that the Memory of his 
Gratitude to his Matter will be perpetuated here- 
after; and that, whatever may be his Lot, he does 
not die that gives up his J ife for Vertue. ‘The Slave 
that had difcover’d him, when he fees on what 
Principles Tyicarws had acted, 1s touch’d, and cries 
out, He is glad Philocrates is at Liberty, but forry 
that his Words had brought Punifhment on the 
Man who had freed him. 


In the Conclufion, Philocrates returns, and brings 
with him Hegio’s Son Philopolemus, and likewife that 
faite Servant who had formerly robb’d him. By 
Means of the latter, Tydarws, who had been re- 

refented by the Poet with fo liberal a Mind, 
1S difcover’d to be that Son of Hegio whom he had 
loft when a Child, and whofe true Name was 
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It is plain 
thar there is little in the whole to raife Mirth, 


excepting the inconfiderable Part of the Sycophant ; 
and the Poet, in his Epilogue, Part of which is 
placed as the Motto of this Paper, values himfelf 
upon this Entertainment, as of a more rais’d and 
elegant Kind than is to be met with in vulgar 
Comedies. 

Of the fame Kind is the Part of Tiufty the 
Steward, in the Comedy of Grief Alamode. Eve- 
ry one will own, that in this Play there are ma- 
ny lively Strokes of Wit and Humours; but I 
muft confefs 1 am more plcas’d with the fine 
Touches of Humanity in it, than with any other 
Part of the Entertainment. When the honeft 
Steward comes to the Lodgings of his difinherited 
young Lord, whom for many Years he had not 
teen; the fond Refections he makes there, his Di- 
creflions from his Purpofe, hisembracing him with 
‘Tears, and running over every little Circumftance 
of the Family that cou’d feed his Tendernefs, till 
he had lott himfelf in his Difcourfe 5 and then his 
recovering, begging Pardon, and coming to his 
preient Bufinefs, are imagin’d with the utmoft De- 
licacy. How natural and agreeable is that litle 
Ramb e of Thought, while he is waiting for him, 


yes j errr F , a . 4 ‘ , : ‘ . a 
RA I think, Three and Twenty when this young Lord 
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Wes CNY AS What ado Wits THEFT: about CLUE him 
© 
me +f r 
i ncis {---- ‘Thefe ave Lut 


peer Lodgings for h:ns 1 
cannot bear the Jey to thiak I fhall fave the ranzly from 
which Thave had my Preed.--- | mivht tranf{eribe 
his whole Speech afterwards, on his fecing his 
young Lord. But as it is fo well known on the 
Stage, that there is no need of it, f fhail conclude 
with obferving, that this is not only Nature, but 
Nature of the moit beautifui Kind; or, to borrow 
Plauiu?s own Remark, by the Keprefentation of 
fuch Plays even good Men may be made better. 


N. B. It beine one End proposed by the Society in this 
Paper, to cultivate a Converfation with the Abf nt. b 
which Means, they rrav ct once relieve and improve their 
Retirement; all Gestleaien who will be pleafed to com. 
municate their Thougzhts for the forwarding of our Defign, 

re defired to direct their Letters, paying the Poftage, to 
Mr. Jacod Ravenfcroft, to be left at Mr, Roberts’s in 
Warwick-Lane. 

Nore, Ade. Freeman makes the fame Invitation to the 
Ladies. 


This Paper will come ont every Monday, Wednefday, 
and Friday, and may be had at Mr. Harrifon’s by the 
Royal Exchange ; Mrs, Dodd’s and Mrs. Boulter’s 
evithout Temple-Bar ; and ..frs. Bond’s at Charing- 


Crofs. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


PEFTER BARTLETT, removed from Goodman's 
Fields, to the Golden.Ball near St. Pauls School, in 
St. Paul's Church-Yard , whofe Steel, Spring and Jointed 
reficétual in the Cure cf Ruprures ; 


Trussgs are ve 
DUM very Cally ana 


nicely adapted, according to the 

a a 4 1> a ‘ xe 

Anatomical Deferirtion of thete Parts of the Body liable 
a . 

to fech Ac idents. 


His Mother, who lives at the Golden-Ball near the 
Three Crozéis crit 1 Alara ) : mele aan the Buf 

ree CVOCTHRS Withilh Ase cate, 1S fuccef{stul mm tHE sulle 
nefs, to her own Scx. 
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at the feveral Places above-mention’d, at 




















